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Chlropractlc And The Mayos...
L. Ted Frigard, D.C., Ph.C.

In the early 20th century, Dr. Charles Mayo, physician, sutgeon, and co-
founder of the famed Mayo Brothers Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota,
brought his wife for care to Dr. B.J. Palmer Chiropractic Research Clinic
in Davenport, Iowa. Dr. Mayo had taken his wife to other physicians,
including doctors in Burope; all distinguished diagnosticians and special-
ists. Dr. P.L. Poulsen of the BJPCC staff informed me that those medi-
cal specialists had agreed upon a diagnosis - osteochondromatosis of the
koee joint. They had tried everything medical to heal Mes. Mayo, but alt
treatment had failed.

D, Mayo brought his wife to Dr. Palmer for his Chiropractic profes-

sional services. He addressed Dr. Palmer as Mr. Palmer. To this Dr.

Palmer replied, “This is a case of Greek meeting Greek; 2 test of steel

against steel; a test of our simple Chiropractic principle and practice

against your complex medical theories and experiments.” Dr. Palmer

ordered x-rays takent of Mrs, Mayo’s spine. “Mr. Palmer, why are you

only taking spmal x-rays?” queried Dr. Mayo. “Because, we are going o

locate the vertebral subluxation cause of her sickness (editor's note -

this turned out to be the atlas vertebra or top bone in the neck), so we can correctly adjust it,” replied Dr. Palmer.
Dr. Mayo rejoined, “There is no such thing, and if there were, you couldn’t adjust it by hand only.”

Dr. Palmer performed readings with the neurocalometer and neurocalograph, then analyzed the patient’s x-rays.

Afterward, he gave Mrs. Mayo an UPPER CERVICAL Chisopractic adjustment to release spinal cord compres-
sion from the vertebral occl. ion in her spinal coed.
_ After the Chiropractic adjustmient, Dr. Mayo asked, “Is that all you are going to do? What is wrong with my wife?
Where is she sick® What is your diagnosis? Dr. Palmer replied, “We don’t know. What is more, we don’t care.”
“You are a very ignorant man,” retorted Dr. Mayo. “We are ignosant of everything you think we should know,”
countered Dr. Palmer. “You too are a very ignorant man. You are ignorant of everything we think you should
know about the cause of disease in the backbone of sick people. We know cause; you know these is a difference
or you wouldn’t be here. That’s the difference in your approach, which bas done your wife no good, and our
approach, which will get your wife well.” “That remains to be seen,” Dr. Mayo replied. Dr. Palmer continued, “1
am ignorant of everything you think I should know about disease of the sick. You know all this, and what good
has it done your wifer The fact that you brought her here proves your methods have failled. Because of reports
of the success of our methods of vertebral subluxation and adjustment, you brought your wife here to us.”

Mus. Mayo received Chisopsactic cate for several months and went home well. Dr. Mayo stated it was impossible
for her to get well with what Dr. Palmer did, yet he also admitted she was well. Dr. Palimer expounded, “Medical
doctors are concerned in knowing everything about effects, while chiropractors are vitally concerned with cause in
the backbone and how to correct it. What a difference between medical care and Chiropractic carel A pauent can
come to the BJPCC and be deaf, dumb, and blind; not telling or indicating anything; and we could and would
locate the cause of whatever, whetever he had it; we adjust him and send bim home well. It is as simple as that.”

EDITOR’S NOTE:

Dr. William Heath Quigley wrote in 1989: In 1955 I took my wife to Mayo Clinic for a week-long series of exami-
nations and tests. 1 stood in a long line of patients to pay our bill, which seemed very lage by the standards of
those days. When I reached the cashier’s cage, 1 identified myself and prepared to wiite a check. The cashier
found my wife’s account then excused herself. When she returned after a brief absence, she handed me the bill.
It was marked “Professional Courtesy, No Charge”. I was delighted for more reasons than the obvious. It was
deeply gratifying to know that the BJPCC had brought about an unexpected benefit. 1t was also a warm feeling to
realize the clinic’s influence had extended far beyond Davenport, lowa. For a number of years thereafter, Doc-
tors of Chiropractic and their families were extended the same courtesy.
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